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PLATEI}fYS. PI.ATEMYS PLATYCEPHALA

Catalogue of Americar Anphiblooe and Rcprilce.

Ennsr. CrRr. H. t9E?. Platcmys, Platemys pktyccphalz.

Ploaemyt Vagler
Twiernecked brnles

Platemys \9eglor, l83O:135. Type.opociea. Tutudo ploaiccpt
Schæpfr , I 80 I : I I 5 l-Testudo plotycepla,b Schncidor. I 792:
261) by monotypy.

Emys, Crty. l83l:40. ln part.
Hydraspis: Gray, l83l:40. In part.

a CoNTËNT. Ono spccies. Plarcmys plotycepholo.

a DEflNmoN. Adult males grow ro lE cm carapoco iengrh.
adult femalcs to 16.5 cm. The flot. clliprical carôpecc har a dccp
medid grævc flanlcd by rwo longitudinal Leels. Thc csrEpeco .s
highcst juat ântênor to thc 2nd intcrvartab,ral gcam and widclt at
lcval of tbo ?th or 8th merginels. Thc porærior mârginâl8 arc ffsrcd,
those latcrel arc upturncd. Noural boncc ero uruelly abrcnt; thc 8
parru of cortal boncs meat st thc midlino. Thc nuchal crtcnde ro
thc carapecial nrri thorc ara I I prirs of pcriphcrale. Tbc yellow
carapâca hes varytng rmourtt! of dark pigmcnt- The hingclcre plo,e-
tron ig dnrk brosn with a ycUow bordcr; rhe lcllow brilgs hgt g
darl cancvere€ bcr- The forulobc ir slightly uptturrcd. and is longcr
and slightly wider than tho hindlobr which rs poetcriorly notchcd.
The intorgulu r.prrôtco tho gulars and ie about hrlf as long ar rhc
plas*al forclobo. Eoth adlary and inguinal buttrascor Er. suorg;
tbc ingrunale aro anl.yloscd lo ùo Sth coltÂl boncr. Tho broad,
hcragonal-rhaped ontoplaatron liec antcrror to tho humcropcctorel
scsm. Tho tct, brosd slull i! cltcruivoly roofcd and parollal-eidcd.
Ttre prcfrontalo do not mcôr rt rhc midlinc. tho modcrete tcmporal
arch is formed by thc squamooal and paricrate. Tho perictal doea
not touch thc supraoccipitrl. Tho yom6r conncte tba parictab end
prlarineri rhe palarrnos grc not roduced. Ï\c unnotchcd jrwe ara
ridgelaæ. Doraally the herd ie cover€d with smoorh, undividad r!in,
latorelly thcrc aro l-3 rowg of largr scales. the chm hce rwo
barbcls. Thc heed ia orenge to yollorish dorseùy. darl brovm lat-
erally and vcnrally; thc light doraal pigmrnt ettcnda downward to
midway betrreen thc orbit and tympanum. Thc 5th and 8th cervrcel
certra ôre biconvex (Wùiams. 1950). Tho ncck hae numerous blunt

Mrp. Solid circlos rtrsrL lho typcJocaliura; open cuclea orhor sa.
lcctcd locelitics.

tu.bcrclcr dorrolatonllyl thc ùigào bcrr sardl bhurr uùcrclæ. Tho
r6c Âr. trcbhd and thc cntarior grrrficcr of thc limbr havc hrgo
scclcs. Malcs hovc conclvo glranr ond longcr, thickcr teilri fcrnrht
havc tha postcrior upr of thc plastron trcnt upvrrd.

. DEscf, tpnoils, ILLUSTR^rroNs. 
^No 

DtsTnrSunoN. S€c .p6cics
account.

a Fosst! Rgcono. Scvcral latc Crctaceour to tstc Plcirroccnc
soulhqrn South Amcricrn turdË forsib havc bacn aae4ncd to Pio.
temyr: P. onaigtlo' P. fosstlk, P. laevitts, P. robusta (Amc6hino,
1880k P paraaensis (8roverd. 1883): P. .ortên ium (Burmoirtor.
t885!. P. bergn, P. ertteraano, P. holmbcrgii, P. robusra, P.
mesopotamica (Arnbroscni. 1893I P. quaro'ntinica. P. patagon
rcd. End P. scÀucngs (Ameghino, 18991. Howcvc. Wood (in prep.)
has found rll of thecô ro be eithor nomina nuda q nomina, dubia:
so, st pr€8ant. no foecib can be eccurately rtùibutrd to this tcnus.

a PERT|NENT LrtenrruRe. Sec cpecics accounr.

a EryMoLæy. The generic tamc Platemys ic from thc Grcek
platos, trt. and emydos, a frcahwatcr turtlo. and refcrs to the
depreaecd carapscs.

Platemya platy ce phola (Scbneider)
Twietneekcd luÉl€

Tectudo plotyccpholo Schneidcr. 1792:-26L. Typc-locality, "ott.
lndicn," rcstictad to '€ayenno. Frcnch Cr.runr" by Ernrt.
[ 984:350. llolotypa. undesrgngtod.

Testudo planiceps Schncidc. l?92:pl. 7. Typ.locality, not ctstod.
restrict€d to "Caycnne," Frcnch Cuiana by Marin (rr Schwcig-
gcr, l8l 2). Holotypa. undccignetod.

Testudo planicepr s- platycephal,ar Schocpfr. ISOI:It5.
Te s t udo martiaello, DEudin, I 803 : 344. Typo{æaùty, "Cayonnc."

French Guiana from labol. Holorypc, Mue. Nat. Hiat, Netr.u.,
Paria 8760. mountcd gdult fcmglc. colloctor end data unlno*rr
(examincd by author).

Emys discolar thunborg, in Schweigger, I8l2:302. Typc-locality,
unlnown, rertrictcd to "Caycnnc, French Cuirna" by Ernst.
I 984:350. Holotypc. undcsignatcd.

Emyt planiceps: Schweiggcr, l8l 2:303.
Testudo dicolor, Elctrand. 1823:6. Et errors.
Emys c daaliculcra Spu. I 824: 10. lypc.locality, "rubcogromino

Japutipûome in campus paludoric juru riprn fluninb Soli-
mæns," Braal. HoloqAc, Zool. Suatrsamlrlrg Miincbcn 300?,u
0. shell rnd skeloton. probably collected by Spi,x or Marrius rn
l8l9 (eramrned by authorf.

llydraspit planrceps: Boll, I828:51 2.
Hydrespis conoticulott: Betl, 1828:5 I 2.
Clemnys planiceps: Ritgen, I 828:272.
Emys platicephcla: Cuviar, 1829:ll. Er orrorc.
Emyt catvneuloro: Cuvict. t829:tl. Êx errore.
Platemys plcniceps:W agler. 1830: I 35.
Eays caaieulara. Cray, l83l:40. Er errore.
Hydrosprs cotstticto Gray, l83l:43. Typa-loceliry, urutatd, ro-

Frcune l. Platcmys pbtyccphab, dorrolsærd vior. Photogrrpb
by Rogcr W. Errboru.
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FIcuno 2. __Pla,temyt platycephala, ventrolstoral vicw. Pbotograph
by Rogcr t. Bsrbour.

stncted to "Bclem, Brazù" by Ernet, 1984:350. Holotypc,
undcorgnated.

Emys maninello; Schurz, !833:45. Ex errore.
Platemys Maninello: Dumérù and Bibron, 1835:407.
Hydraspts discolor : Fitzin6or. I 835: I 26.
Plate.mys.platycephalo, Boulenger, 1889:22?. First uge of corn.

otnauon.
Platemys plattcephalo: Kasper, 1903:16i. Ex errore.
Platemys platemys, Dunn, 1945:327. Ex ç*orc.
Platcmyt platàycephala; Orcés. l9{9:21. Er errorc.

a CoNTENT- Two subspccies: Platemys platycephala platy-
tephala and P. p. melanonota.

a DEFlttTloN. See generic accounr.

t Duscntrrtoxs. C,eneral descripoons: Spu (1824), Cray (t855;
Boulenger (1889). Siebeorock (1909). Luederwaldr ( 1926), Freytey
(197i).  Duellmsn (19?8), Prirchard (1967. 1979), Ernst 0984),
and Pritchard ond Trebbau (1984). Othor deacripriona: verrebrre
(Kaspcr, 1903: Willisms. I950)t coracoid (Vallcr, l9?3)l pubie
(Grassé, l9?0)l skul l  (Cafrney, t977, t9?9)q digeetive ,t"" i  (Ja.
cobshagen,-[920; Parsons and Cameron. 1976),: rostrrl poros (Wi.
!9kur qnd Legler. 197{); ear (Wevcr. 1978} karyotype(Corman,
1973; Barros et al.. 19761 Bull and Legler, t98ô: McEee er al..
I985).

a hLUSTRATtor.rs. Color illustrations of adults occur tD Pritchard
(I967, l9?9) and Pritchard a.nd Trcbbou (l9E4h othor illusrrarions
of adults are rn Merrons (1954), Werrnuth and Mertens (196I),
Frevtey (I977), Freiberg (tg8t) and Ernsr (I9S4l. The cLul l  was
illustrated by Vermuth and Mertens (1961). and Gafrney (19??,
i979h thc vertcbrae by Kasper (1903I rhs Laryotypa by Earroe
et al.  (19?6), Bul l  and Legler (1980), and McBGo er al.  (1985).
and the egg and juvenile by Medem {t983).

a DfsTRtEUTroN. P. plotycepholo occws in thc Caribbean
drainages of eastern Vsnczuela snd the Guranaa, and in rhe Amazon
Basin from northeastern Bolivra. easrorn Ecusdor and PerÉ. south-
eûst€rn Colombiâ and southcrn Vcnezucla eastward to 8olem. Brszil.

a Fosstl Rrcono. Sec gcncric accourr.

o PEnTINENT LlreRrrunr. Generel accounr are ur Goeldi (t905).
Mertcns (1954), Frevtey (19??). Prirchard (1964, 196?. l9?9).
Frciberg (t9?2. t98t). and Prirchard and Trebbau (t984). Addi.
tiongl references are listed by topic. Reproducrion and embryolo6y:
Medern (1960. 1983). Carillo de Espinoza (19?0), Dixon end Sorni
(I97?), Ewert (1979. lS85). Hardiq (1983), Piclsrrng (1984).
Anatomy: Stannius (1856), Parsoru (1968). HearuU: Wcver (19?8).
Blood: Sullivan end Riggs (196?). Loqeviry: Bo*ler (I9?7). Zoo-
geography: Ernst (I984). Vernaculer names: Mirtcrmeicr et al.
(-198O). Morphomorry; Ernst ênd Lovich {1986). Distribution: Lus-
derweldt (i926). ltledcm (1957). Hoogmocd (1979). Jgaqn6mj.
relationships: Ernst (1984), Pnrchard ( l!84), McB€o ot al. ( I98S).
Diseasc: Jacobson et al. (I982).

^ 
a ETYMoLocy. The specific rrame pla,llcepôola is from thc

Greek ploros. flat. ond kephaLe, head, referng to the flat crown.
the subspeciôc name milononolc ie from tie Grcet melonra,
blgcLness, and nolos, back. refering to the dark carapac€.

l, Plqtemy. ploltycephala platycephata
(Schneider)

Tettudo platyccphola Schncidcr, 1792:261. Sec specics sfDon,/.
my.

Testudo ploniceps Schneidcr. I792:pl. 7. Scc species synonymy.
Testudo planiceps e. platycephala: Schoepff. l-80 t : t i S.
Testudo ûrortanrlla Doudrn. I8O3:344, Scc species eynonymy.
Emys dircolor Thrinberg, in Schweigger. l8l2:302. Soe rpacies

r)rnonylDy.
Emys pldaiceps; Schweigger, l8l2:303.
Testudo dicolor : Ekstrand, 182316.
Emys conaliculatc Spir. t824:10. Seo specicr synonymy.
Hydraspis planiceps: BcU. 1828:512.
Hydratpts caniliculata: Bell, 1828:512-
Clemmyr planiccps: Riqen. 1828:2?2-
Emys platicepàolc: Cuner, 1829:l t.
Emys carunculaaoi Cuvi.r. IE29: t t-
Platemys plauceps: Wa6ler, 1830: 135.
Emys cantculota. Gray, l83l:40.
Hydrospis contuicta Gray. l83l;43. Scc spccics synonymy.
Emys martirello: Schinr, t833:45.
Plstemys Moilnello,: Duméril and Bùron. t835:40?.
Hyùospis discolot : Fitringer, 1835: i 26.
Platenys platycephala: Boulcngor, 1889:22?.
P_latemys plotice phala: Kaepor. I903: I 6 l.
Platemys platemys : Dunn, [945:32?.
Platemys plathycepha,lar Orcér, I949:21.
Ptstemrt platycepholo plotycephala: Ernar, 1964:34?. Firsr uec

of comàinatron.

. D€rrNtrtoN. The dcrk carepscisl pigment is rcstrictcd to thc
bordors of tho scarne betwecn tbe vcrtebrele end plcurrb and to rn
incomplcte band ertonding downwnrd through iho Znd and 3rd
plcurels to the carapccial rirnt ùe dark bar crosscr lôra than 80%
of the brrdgc; thc urtorgular ie mdc (i n 27Vo of rntonor plâctrd
widtà); and thc serm scprrating tho intorgulrr rnd humoral acutoc
ia long (i - 21 .770 of rntcrior plasrral wrdtà). Uruclly rhorc uc
more th6n 4 postorbitsl scalce uld lcse thon 4 ocalcs bcrrecn ùo
orbit and the tymponuru.

2. Platemyt plo,tycephala meloinonoto Ernst
Plate my s plotyce phola melononota Ernst. I 984:34?. Typc-local.

iry, "vicinity of Ce[loa. on rhc Rio Santiago. Amszonas, Pcrû
(4"1'S, 7?"47'W)." Holotype, U.S. Nat. Ivlus. 224136. adulr
msle, collcctêd I Fcbruary 1980 by Roy V. McDirrmid.

a DEFrNfftoN, A dork subspccice with the light carapacial pig.
menl restrrcted to the vortebral groov€, inrorior of let plcurale. and
postorror o[ 4th plauralsl with a darl ber crossurg mors than 907o
of bridger wtth e nerrow intergular (i r 24Vo of antcrior plasnal
width)l and with thc s€sm sepEratint tho inrcrguJar and humeral
scutes being reletivcly shon (i - 18.8% of anrarior plastral widrh).
Usually thcre are lesc than 4 poct.orbital acalcr and morc rhan 3
scales bctrvêsn tho orbit and tympanun.

CouuEm

_ Schnoidcc (1792) used rwo nam.s, Testvdo platycephalo utd,
T planrceps, for rhis spccios in the orrgurel pôlicariani anâ Schoopff
( 180 I ), ae firsr renewer, appsrently gave preferenc c to pla.niceps.
Planicep,s was in general us€ unril Boulengor (t889) geiected pao-
tycephala for rhe speciûc name, Thus, for slnrost 100 yeara. pla.
tycephalo has been accepted, and duc to this curlomsyy usag€
should be rctained ar rh€ o6cisl osmc (s€a Pritchgrd and Trcbbau,
1984, for a dctailed di.rcuseion).

Tbe description of. Hyd,rospis constracta by Gray {1831:43)
rs vrgu8. snd since no typê.speclmcn w5s dgsignsted, tbe allocation
of this nsme ss a synonym of, Pbtemys plotycephola is arbitrary.

The fivurg epecies rnocroc e phola. pallidipec tor ts, radiolata,
and spr.xu aro uruelly assignod to Platemys, but McBee et al.
(1985) heve discovered signi6cent difierenccs borr,racn theu Laryo.
rypee 

-and 
r.hal oi platyceplrolc; Rhodin and Mittermcier (rn prcp.)

have found several skclotal difierences bctween thcse epecià and
plattcephala and aro praparing a manuscripr that will allocarc
tnèm io E new t€nu6.
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Parané. Bol. lnet. Googr. Argcndaa l4:489-499.
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